Sports ‘Foot-In-Mouth’
We revere sportsmen and women for their feats on their fields - then we laugh at them for their inability to string together two words, their extraordinary self-centredness and breathtaking insensitivity.  Not to be outdone, the sportscasters are non pareil at non sequiturs (or should that be nonsequitur at non pareils?).  And every now and then, just to put things in perspective, someone, be it a coach or an athlete, comes out with a few words of wisdom or wit. 

Here's the worst - and best - of 2001.
JANUARY 

"Utter madness." - West Indian legend Courtney Walsh on what keeps him going in his 17th year of Test cricket. 

"You just feel that until Sampras is beaten in this tournament, he is very capable of winning it." - John Barrett, showing what it takes to be the Voice of Tennis. 

"All I can say to you, the money on the ATP (tour), it is ridiculous compared to what other athletes are making." - Yevgeny Kafelnikov, who had earned $US18,184,646 in prize money before the 2001 Australian Open. 

"My feelings are he should take his prize money when he's done here and go buy some perspective." - Andre Agassi responds to Kafelnikov. 

"Well, you have to watch out what you eat then." - Martina Hingis shows her compassion for food-poisoning victim Serena Williams. 

FEBRUARY 

"There's going to be a residue with players not coming off great seasons. Every player is a project player. Some are huge projects." - Then St Kilda coach Malcolm Blight. 

"I don't agree with the theory that jockeys are born to ride. Jesus Christ was born in a stable and never rode a winner." - Queensland trainer Mick Mair.

"The two worst things in football are, one: they think a 30-year-old professional athlete has to be locked up in a hotel room with a curfew the night before a game, and two: they're right." - Dallas Cowboy Cliff Harris. 

"It is sometimes hard to get all the information on boxers and we obviously missed the fact that Darrin was dead. It is regrettable." - WBO president Francisco Valcarcel explains how Detroit fighter Darrin Morris continued to rise in the rankings after dying of meningitis. 

"As a cricketer, the world has known no equal. He was the true symbol of fine sportsmanship, the benchmark that all young cricketers aspired to. His innings may have closed but his legacy will forever live on in the hearts of millions of Australians." - Former Australian captain Mark Taylor on Sir Donald Bradman.

MARCH 

"I wonder if the pitch will do anything. With respect, it's hard to tell with Robert Croft bowling." - Jonathon Agnew in Sri Lanka. 

"I'm a rare jewel of a sportsman." - Anthony Mundine. 

"We've become as boring as hell to watch." - AFL coaching legend David Parkin on the state of football.

"I felt fingers. He was pushing up my arse. I was disgusted, I couldn't believe it. If he was a man, he wouldn't do it." - North Queensland's Paul Bowman at the National Rugby League judiciary hearing against John Hopoate, accused of inserting his finger in the anus of three North Queensland Cowboys.

"I'm a great believer that what happens on the field should stay on the field." - Hopoate, in his own defence. 

APRIL 

"This place might have finally done me in. I've always loved this place, but I guess it doesn't love me." - Greg Norman on Augusta, after missing the cut in the US Masters.

"All I can say is that the Richmond Football Club is a really proud club, and there'll be payback time at some stage." - Tigers coach Danny Frawley after seeing his men (in particular, Matthew Knights) roughed up by the Bulldogs. 

"I should also make the point that there have been a lot of tests carried out on our athletes and they've all been very positive." - Prime Minister John Howard chooses his words unwisely while reaffirming Australia's commitment to drug-free sport.

"Someone described it to me as . . . like watching your mother-in-law drive a brand-new car off a cliff. It's mixed emotions." - Parramatta coach Brian Smith on his team's 20-20 draw with the Bulldogs. 

MAY

"I've been talking to a few pelicans lately, and I might have to do a job on these seagulls sooner or later, get a bigger bird out there. They breed like rabbits, seagulls, they're everywhere." - Essendon coach Kevin Sheedy makes himself clear.

"I don't want the captain of my country looking like that, like a yob. That's not a hairstyle he's had done -- it's a mess. Worse than that, far worse, it's a down right insult to one of the most prestigious posts in sport." - Former Nottingham Forest manager Brian Clough on David Beckham's mohawk. 

"I have spoken to people who have been threatened and others who have alleged a murder and a kidnapping linked to cricket corruption." - Paul Condon, head of the ICC anti-corruption unit. 

JUNE 

"I'd rather mop the floor of a peep show than talk to you guys." - Former Atlanta Braves pitcher John Rocker declines an invitation to speak to the media. 

"He's all image and no content. He hasn't done anything at this stage." - Raelene Boyle on Matt Shirvington. 

"It gives me shingles to watch that." - Channel Seven's Paul Salmon reacts to Richmond's guard of honour for 300-gamer Steve Silvagni. 

"I've played in five Ashes series in my career and we've lost the lot. Worse, we haven't even come second in some of them." - England stalwart Alec Stewart tells it like it is. 

"One was rushing, the other one was rushing even more. Then, the third one came and said: 'Guys, relax. It's a lovely court. Just calm down.' The third one had to come, I had to call him. He's the emergency one. It was an emergency 911 call, and he came on at deuce." - Goran Ivanisevic counts his personalities after defeating Andy Roddick at Wimbledon.

JULY 

"This time hurts a little bit more than last time, that's for sure. I guess because the first time was just fun to be there. The second time around, I didn't want second. I wanted to win this time." - Pat Rafter, runner-up at Wimbledon for the second successive year. 

"You'd think I'd rounded up every baby kangaroo in the land and drowned them in front of a class of orphans." - British and Irish Lions winger Austin Healey after being criticised for calling rookie Wallaby Justin Harrison an ape, a plod and a plank. 

"I am dreadfully sorry the ride was so short and ended this way." - Sacked St Kilda coach Malcolm Blight, who failed to deliver on the ride-of-your-life pledge to Saints fans in season 2001.

"Pope John Paul could be out here racing and they'd say he's on dope." - Lance Armstrong, sick of drug smears on the Tour de France. 

AUGUST

"Watching the Aussies is like a porn movie: you always know what is going to happen in the end." - Cricket nut Mick Jagger. 

"If you were handing out doctorates for sledging, he'd be over-qualified." - Kiwi wicketkeeper Adam Parore on Shane Warne. 

"We were told to play like a bunch of hard bitches, and that's what we did." - Adelaide Thunderbirds defender Sarah Sutter tells the adoring home crowd how the T-Birds overcame Melbourne Phoenix in their grudge preliminary final. 

SEPTEMBER 

"At his best, he was superb. But it's a classic case of somebody having stayed too long. It ended up in an orgy of self-glorification." - IOC delegate Dick Pound gets stuck into his long-time mentor Juan Antonio Samaranch.

"I don't think there's too many people in Melbourne who aren't Essendon supporters who will be on Essendon's bandwagon this week. I think they are sick of the arrogance of the Essendon supporters." - Brisbane coach Leigh Matthews in the lead-up to the AFL grand final.

"It's the culmination of everything I've ever done. We did it, we just did it, we kept pushing it and we got there. This is just the best feeling ever." - Michael Voss immediately after the final siren. 

"Every now and then you move into a land of shattered egos and dreams that don't get fulfilled, but if you persist I assure you that they eventually do." - Kevin Sheedy, the vanquished coach.

OCTOBER 

"I'll play on the tour no matter what. I'll play in Afghanistan if they want me to." - Kangaroo rookie Jason Ryles on the postponement of the rugby league tour of Great Britain.

"Time flies and where does it leave you? Old too soon, smart too late." - Mike Tyson before his fight against Danish pastry Brian Nielsen. 

"They call it an act of terrorism but if you can understand religion and our way of life it's not about terrorism. It's about fighting for God's laws, and America's brought it upon themselves (for) what they've done in the history of time." - Anthony Mundine (again) comments on the events of September 11. 

"They've forgotten we are no longer some sort of penal colony subservient to some decaying feudal empire." - Soccer Australia's acting CEO Ian Holmes pushing FIFA to ensure all Australia's international players were available for a Socceroo friendly. 

NOVEMBER

"I never go into a fight to knock an opponent out, even though I know I've got power in both hands that could knock out an elephant." - junior-welterweight world champion Kostya Tszyu, after knocking out Zab Judah. 

"If we do not qualify, I will take a rope and hang myself." - Iran's national soccer coach Miroslav Blazevic before his side's (losing) World Cup playoff. 

"Shit yeah." - Sheila Laxon's when asked whether becoming the first female trainer of a Melbourne Cup winner meant a lot to her. 

"Football is not a game of skittles, but that (tackle) was an act of brutality." - French coach Roger Lemerre, after Socceroo Kevin Muscat's lunge landed Gallic striker Christophe Dugarry in hospital. 

"It's no longer Hasim - it's Has-been." - Lennox Lewis after knocking out Hasim Rahman to reclaim the heavyweight boxing title. 

"Haven't got a house, haven't got a car. Don't do a lot actually, apart from support the Adelaide Crows and play a bit of golf." - Lleyton Hewitt, with no idea how to spend the $3 million he won with at the Tennis Masters Cup. 

DECEMBER 

"I thought we made all the right decisions." - Australia's Davis Cup captain John Fitzgerald, who chose Lleyton Hewitt and Pat Rafter for the doubles in the final against France, requiring Wayne Arthurs to play the last singles rubber.

"Even if Pat (Rafter) is 80 per cent fit, he's still better than Wayne Arthurs." - French Davis Cup captain Guy Forget. 

"Mundine said Sven hit like a woman. Well, how did he like that woman's punch?" - Promoter Jean-Marcel Nartz after German Sven Ottke knocked out Anthony Mundine in the 10th round of their world title fight. 

"I have been watching Pura Cup games for the last two years and can safely say that Australia's dominance of the cricket world will come to an end within a year or so." - Mudassar Nazar, Pakistan's cricket coach. 

"British players have to get legless. It is part of the British way of life." - Leeds United manager David O'Leary

______________________________________
PAGE  
5

