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> Indian porters busted for monkey business

> 

> 

> Indian railway police in Calcutta have taken 25 porters and 28 monkeys

> into custody after busting a train seat reservation scam.

> Railway officials said Thursday porters at the city's main Howrah station

> had trained the monkeys to jump through the windows of long-distance

> trains and plump themselves down in any available seat.

> Passengers then had to pay the porters to have the monkeys removed.

> "Passengers are scared of getting into the compartments when they see

> monkeys as the animals may react violently," said S. Goswami, a public

> relations official with the Eastern Railway.

> Initially the porters had occupied the seats and then sold the space

> themselves -- an offence under transportation by-laws.

> "When we started arresting the porters for the offence, they resorted to

> this novel method," Goswami said.

