English Premier League: Famous Quotes

Bill Shankly: One of the most successful managers in Liverpool's history also came up with some witty stuff.
 
 
"There's only two teams in Liverpool: Liverpool and Liverpool Reserves."
  
"At a football club, there's a holy trinity—the players, the manager and the supporters. Directors don't come into it. They are only there to sign the cheques."
 
 
Sir Alex Ferguson: Sir Alex has won everything there is to win in England, and yet he has this burning desire to win more. In his twenty-odd years at Manchester United, he, too, has come up with some verbal gems.
 
 
"They come out with the ‘English are so strong, we’re terrible in the air, we can’t do this, we can’t do that.’ Then they beat you 3-0″  (Sir Alex showing that even he is not immune from mind games. He's referring to the Italians here...)
 
“He could start a row in an empty house.”  (Alex Ferguson has an emphatic view about Dennis Wise—now Director of Football at Newcastle..)

"They have those fans who are so emotional and fanatical, they expect to win the World Cup!"  (Now, he's talking about the Geordies—slightly exaggerated, I think they would settle for a treble!)
 
"The crowd were dead. It was like a funeral out there."  (Old Trafford)

 
Arsene Wenger: "The professor" has had his share of controversies and makes some incredibly witty comments in trying times. Sometimes, his comments are quite hilarious, even though he never intended them to be!
 
"I didn't see that incident..."  (He's probably used that one a million times)


"Everyone thinks they have the prettiest wife at home!"  (This in response to Sir Alex Ferguson's warnings that Arsenal would crack under pressure and that Manchester United had been the best team in the league that year—despite the fact that they were second.)
 
"I'm very excited with this team because they are 'playerish' — if there is such a word — they love to play." (Wenger's trying to show that he is French.)
 
 "Footballistically speaking..."  (Inventing words is clearly not Wenger's forte.) 
  
"I tried to watch the Spurs match on television in my hotel yesterday, but I fell asleep."  (Endearing himself even more to Arsenal fans!)
 
 
 
Jose Mourinho: Jose Mourinho is someone who is made for entertaining the press. He has the charm and the arrogance with the right mixture (for the neutrals, of course!) and will always be remembered in England for his very inventive quotes.
  
"Please don't call me arrogant, but I'm European champion and I think I'm a special one."  (His introductory press conference was just the tip of the iceberg for the things to come...)
 
"I would love an Aston Martin, but, if you ask me, £1m for an Aston Martin, I tell you, you are crazy because they cost £250,000."  (Jose trying to say, very illustratively, that Chelsea will not overpay for anyone... nice joke!)
 
"If you ask me if I jump with happiness when I know Mr Poll is our referee? No."  (Jose is clearly letting Graham Poll know what he thinks of him!)
 
"The best team did not win this match..."  (He always seemed to use this quote after Chelsea lost!)
 
"For me, pressure is bird flu. I'm feeling a lot of pressure with the problem in Scotland. It's not fun and I'm more scared of it than football."
 
"As we say in Portugal, they (Spurs) brought the bus and they left the bus in front of the goal."  (Illustrating that Spurs defended rather staunchly against Chelsea to claim
a draw.)
 
"The linesman scored the goal. No-one knows if that shot went over the line and you must be 100 percent."
 
 
 
Kevin Keegan: "KK" is probably the best at these "quotes." He has sent too many people into hysterical laughter with his outrageously funny quotes. 
 
"That would have been a goal if it wasn't saved."
  
"It's like a toaster, the ref's shirt pocket. Every time there's a tackle, up pops a yellow card."  (Using creative visualization to describe a "card happy" referee.)
  
"Chile have three options—they could win or they could lose."
 
"In some ways, a cramp is worse than having a broken leg."
 
"Luis Figo is totally different to David Beckham, and vice-versa."
 
"The tide is very much in our court now."
 
"England have the best fans in the world and Scotland's fans are
second-to-none."
 
 
Arsene Wenger: The witty French coach has always said things which are confusing, witty, and sometimes straight-forward. Here are some more of his quotes:
 
"I'm ready to take the blame for all the problems of English football if that is what he wants."
 
Wenger responding to Sir Alex Ferguson's comments about Arsenal and homegrown players.
 
"What the national coaches are doing is like taking the car from his garage without even asking permission. They will then use the car for 10 days and abandon it in a field without any petrol left in the tank. We then have to recover it, but it is broken down. Then a month later they will come to take your car again, and for good measure you're expected to be nice about it."
 
"When you're dealing with someone who only has a pair of underpants on, if you take his underpants off, he has nothing left—he's naked. You're better off trying to find him a pair of trousers to complement him rather than change him."  (An analogy where he compares a football team's style to "a guy and his pair of underpants.")
 
"It's like you wanting to marry Miss World and she doesn't want you, what can I do about it? I can try to help you, but if she does not want to marry you what can I do?"
 
 
Well, he can't stop, can he? When Jose Reyes didn't want to stay at Arsenal anymore, citing obvious reasons, such as the weather, Wenger had to have a pop at him. Keeping Reyes and marrying the Miss Universe? Boy oh boy, we do have a parallel here!
 
"Despite the global warming, England is still not warm enough for him."
 
A continuation on Jose Reyes' tastes and why he wanted to leave England. Clearly, the professor was not impressed by the Spaniard's excuses.
 
"When you give success to stupid people, it makes them more stupid sometimes and not more intelligent."  (A straight-forward comment about a certain "Special One.")
 
 

Jose Mourinho: Some liked him, some didn't, but nobody in English football could ignore the "Special One."
 
"The best team lost. After they scored, only one team played, the other one just defended for the whole game."
 
"I am more than unhappy. Unhappy is a nice word."  (On Thierry Henry's quick free-kick in the 2-2 draw at Highbury.)

"Liverpool scored, if you can say that they scored, because maybe you should say the linesman scored."

"Maybe when I turn 60 and have been managing in the same league for 20 years and have the respect of everybody I will have the power to speak to people and make them tremble a little bit."  (On Sir Alex Ferguson and his power to "make people tremble.. a bit.")
 
"My wife is in Portugal with the dog. The dog is with my wife, so the city of London is safe, the big threat is away."  (Jose on his much publicized dog.)
 


 
Harry Redknapp: He is perhaps, one of the most respected coaches in England. That said, he's got a really good knack of making great comments in his news conferences and interviews..
 
"By the look of him, he must have headed a lot of balls."  (On Coventry City boss, Ian Dowie.)
 
"I left a couple of my foreigners out last week and they started talking in foreign. I knew what they were saying: "Blah, blah, blah, le b****** manager, f****** useless b******!"  (He clearly seems to know what players think of him...even if they don't speak his language!)
 
"Samassi Abou don't speak English too good."
 
"I got a fantastic reception from the crowd here at Upton Park—and why shouldn't I? Now I'm looking forward to getting one off the wife. Reception I mean. I'm too old for all that kind of stuff."

"He can say exactly what he thinks of the job I've done. It's a million per cent not a problem for me."
 
 
 
 
Kevin Keegan: The enigmatic Newcastle manager has always entertained us with his hilarious quotes over time. Whether he says such things on purpose or not, only he knows.
 
"Goalkeepers aren't born today until they're in their late twenties or thirties."
 
"The good news for Nigeria is that they're two-nil down very early in the game."

"The substitute is about to come on—he's a player who was left out of the starting line-up today."  (That's why they call them substitutes, KK!)

"Argentina won't be at Euro 2000 because they're from South America."
 
"The Germans only have one player under 22, and he's 23."
 
"Nicolas Anelka left Arsenal for £23million and they built a training ground on him."
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